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Taxonomy
Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Chordata Aves Sphenisciformes Spheniscidae

Taxon Name:ÊÊEudyptula minor (Forster, 1781)

Common Name(s):

¥ English: Little Penguin, Blue Penguin, Fairy Penguin
¥ Spanish: Pingüino azul, Pingüino del hada, Pingüino pequeño

Taxonomic Source(s):
Christidis, L. and Boles, W.E. 2008. Systematics and Taxonomy of Australian Birds. CSIRO Publishing,
Collingwood, Australia.

Assessment Information

Red List Category & Criteria: Least Concern ver 3.1

Year Published: 2018

Date Assessed: August  8, 2018

Justification:
This species has a very large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under
the range size criterion (extent of occurrence <20,000 km2 combined with a declining or fluctuating
range size, habitat extent/quality, or population size and a small number of locations or severe
fragmentation). Despite the fact that the population trend appears to be stable, with localised decreases
in population size driven by human disturbance and climatic variability, the decline is not believed to be
sufficiently rapid to approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (>30%
decline over ten years or three generations). The population size has now been quantified at under
500,000 breeding adults, not approaching the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population size
criterion (<10,000 mature individuals with a continuing decline estimated to be >10% in ten years or
three generations, or with a specified population structure). For these reasons the species is evaluated
as Least Concern.

Previously Published Red List Assessments
2017 Ð Least Concern (LC)
http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2017-1.RLTS.T22697805A112478911.en

2016 Ð Least Concern (LC)
http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2016-3.RLTS.T22697805A93641015.en

2012 Ð Least Concern (LC)

2009 Ð Least Concern (LC)

2008 Ð Least Concern (LC)
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2004 Ð Least Concern (LC)

2000 Ð Lower Risk/least concern (LR/lc)

1994 Ð Lower Risk/least concern (LR/lc)

1988 Ð Lower Risk/least concern (LR/lc)

Geographic Range

Range Description:
Endemic to Australia and New Zealand. In Australia, the species occurs from Western Australia (Carnac
Island) to New South Wales (Broughton Island). The distribution is not continuous, with sections of the
southern coast of Australia without occurrence of breeding colonies. In New Zealand, Little Penguins
occur from the Chatham Islands to mainland New Zealand, including Stewart Island.

Country Occurrence:
Native: Australia; New Zealand

Vagrant: Chile
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Distribution Map
Eudyptula minor
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