ANNUAL REPORT 2021-22
Message from the Chair
The year has been one of change and loss for the trust, but also of productivity and hope for the future.
Overshadowing all of our work throughout the year, our inspiration, guide, scientist, and Chair for most of the
Trust’s existence, Kerry-Jayne Wilson MNZM, battled cancer and sadly died at the end of March. She had
bounced back remarkably well to attend our February meeting, and achieved her long held ambition to write and
publish the acclaimed New Zealand Seabirds: A Natural History in October, also managing to do interviews as it
was launched.
The loss to the trust and to seabird conservation in Australasia is immense.
But Kerry-Jayne has left a powerful legacy. Thanks to her guidance, the trust’s work has always been solidly
grounded in scientific knowledge and not assumption. Our vision is that threatened seabirds and their habitats
thrive and we will continue to strive towards achieving that in her memory.
Without Kerry-Jayne at the helm, the trust has had the good fortune to form a closer relationship with Dr Thomas
Mattern, another top NZ penguin scientist, who will act as our penguin conservation and research guide in the
future. Kerry-Jayne worked with Dr Mattern to review and publish the conservation and research requirements
for New Zealand’s penguins, and their State of Penguins report was published in 2019. In addition, the trust has
collaborated with Dr Mattern in tawaki research during the past seven years.
In August 2021, Reuben Lane stepped down as Chair to focus on other commitments, having stepped up to the
role for a couple of years to give Kerry-Jayne more time for other projects, and I agreed to take on the role.
The other significant transition was Matt Charteris’s resignation from the position of trust Ranger, to pursue other
life commitments and conservation projects.
During the trust’s 15 year history, rangers had always been employed from contacts with appropriate experience
and skills. Following Matt’s resignation, we decided to advertise the position publicly for the first time. We
received a range of strong applications and Kerry-Jayne, our Manager, Inger Perkins, and I chose two to interview
for the role. We were delighted to hire Linden Brown, who brings much conservation experience and other skills
to the position and has been doing an excellent job.
All up, this year has seen major changes in the trust, with not a little nervousness and
worry in the process. Despite that, our vision has not changed, and we have
achieved a significant amount of work throughout the year. As a team, we are
determined to continue doing all we can to advance conservation for penguins and
other threatened seabirds, and we know that Kerry-Jayne will be cheering us on in
our hearts.

Robin Long, Chair, West Coast Penguin Trust
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Summary of Trust Projects
Charleston blue penguin / kororā monitoring including Passive Integrated Transponders
•

2021 was a bumper year for kororā at our two monitored Charleston colonies, with breeding
success over 80% at both sites, and record numbers of chicks fledging at Rahui. New Ranger Linden
Brown took over the role from Matt Charteris in October.

•

An additional 16 kororā chicks were microchipped during the 2021 breeding season using Passive
Integrated Transponder or PIT tags. Hopefully we will see some of them returning this breeding
season.

A blue penguin / kororā guarding eggs at its Charleston nest, viewed using a burrowscope

•

This season we will have two new tools to help us further our knowledge of kororā breeding,
foraging, and demography. Firstly, two new handheld microchip readers and data collectors will
allow us to learn a lot more about the penguins including which penguins are occupying which nest
boxes, and whether couples are staying together from year to year. Secondly, the installation of a
fixed microchip reader at the entrance/ exit of one of the colonies will record all the comings and
goings of kororā, giving us valuable information about how long penguins are ashore/ at sea. Both
tools will also help us understand the demography of kororā in Charleston and tell us how many
chicks survive their first year at sea and return to breed the next season, which pairs are super
breeders and much more. Our grateful thanks go to The Trusts Community Foundation, Farm
Source Methven and Gallagher (the manufacturer) for enabling the purchase of the wand readers
recently and to our generous Supporters and other donors who made it possible to invest in the
fixed reader and a massive step up in our research.

•

A couple of seasons ago, Luisa Salis-Soglio was our Ranger, using the opportunity to gather
breeding success data for that year and the previous years of the trust’s work in Charleston. Luisa
has been collating and analysing the data with Kerry-Jayne’s help, has completed her Master’s
thesis and is currently nearing completion of two scientific papers to share the data.
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Other blue penguin / kororā
•

Kororā colonies are scattered up and down the West Coast, and four colonies in the Buller received
a couple of visits last season, as in previous years. Although not as intensively monitored as the
colonies at Charleston, these visits do allow us to see trends at these colonies, all of which have
differing levels of disturbance. All four colonies were active, with the numbers of breeding pairs
ranging from 2- 20 at these colonies

Day in the life of a penguin ranger – en route to a penguin colony

•

Blue penguins / kororā in some parts of the coast have had a tough time when sand dunes are
eroding. Finding access to nest sites blocked by a cliff, sometimes up to 3m high, means that
penguins need to run along the base of the erosion cliff until they can find a way up, sometimes for
hundreds of metres. This wastes valuable energy, delays food reaching chicks and puts penguins at
greater risk of danger while they are out in the open, albeit generally under cover of darkness.
Penguins in an area just north of Hokitika have benefited from the cutting of ramps to enable
access to nest sites and a big thank you goes to Westland Milk Products for ongoing support with
that project.

Ramp cut for penguins to access nests near Hokitika

West Coast Penguin Trust Annual Report 2021-22

3

Cape Foulwind trapping and sooty shearwaters
•

The trust maintains a network of 22 traps at the southern end of the Cape Foulwind walkway, with
the twin goals of maintaining the predator-free status of nearby seabird hotspot, Wall Island, and
protecting any sooty shearwaters which breed on the mainland in this area. In the past 12 months
40 rats and 7 stoats have been caught in these traps.

•

The number of shearwaters breeding on the mainland has continued to increase over the years,
with 15 eggs laid this year. However, continuing previous trends, none of these eggs survived past
the early chick stage, and further research is needed to determine the cause of these breeding
failures.

A sooty shearwater as seen on the burrowscope
Penguin protection fences
•

The Coast Road penguin protection fence has proven to be a great success since it was built in
2015, reducing kororā deaths along SH6 from around 7 annually down to zero. However, there are
a few gaps in the fence near baches, and this year we received the sad news of a penguin being hit
and killed by a car at one of these gaps. We will aim to work with these bach owners to close these
gaps in the future, to ensure penguins are safe along this stretch of road.

•

The new Hokitika Fence has been in place for a bit over a year now, with no reports of penguins
seen on the road or the train tracks in the area.

•

Maintenance of these fences is an ongoing issue, as gorse and heavy rank grass seems to be
attracted to them! We are very grateful for $5,000/year from Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency to
cover some of the maintenance costs and weed spraying needs, and to WestReef and Fulton Hogan
for applying that grant for the main Coast Road fence. We are also hugely thankful to Westland
Milk Products, firstly for the construction and then subsequently support with the maintenance of
the Hokitika Fence. Westland District Council and KiwiRail have kindly agreed to ensure that, while
spraying weeds around their own fences, they take into account the adjacent penguin protection
fence where applicable.
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Penguin protection fence, Coast Road

Foraging study – on hold for fresh start in 2022
•

Our kororā foraging study was on hold in 2021 whilst we recruited our
new ranger and now with Linden Brown (photo) settled in and leading
field work, we will be relaunching this project in 2022 with the fabulous
help of top New Zealand penguin scientist, Dr Thomas Mattern, and the
generous support of the Brian Mason Trust. By attaching small GPS units
to kororā during two key breeding stages, while sitting on eggs and then
while guarding chicks, we can gain valuable information about the
foraging trips they undertake. Over time we hope to build a dataset
which will help us to correlate foraging activity with factors such as ocean
temperatures and other marine variables, climatic conditions, and fishing
activity.

Seal Island
•

•
•

Trustee and volunteer, Margaret Costello, has, with the help of her husband Jim, installed and
maintained predator traps on the mainland adjacent to Seal Island for five years. Seal Island is
connected to the mainland at low tide and the predator control project is aimed at keeping the
island rat, weasel and stoat free. Huge thanks go to Margaret and Jim for all the effort over the
years. She has caught 272 rats, 46 weasels and 10 stoats, the highest numbers caught in traps
closest to the highway and the natural corridor that provides. Blue penguins / kororā also nest in
this area.
The island is home to spotted shags and sooty shearwaters and the trust has installed a couple of
low maintenance self-re-setting traps on the island to kill any rat or mustelid that ventures there.
Kerry-Jayne monitored the spotted shag colony for ten years and planned to collate and analyse the
data, but sadly was unable to do so. This species has not been studied extensively and gaps in
knowledge remain; we hope to be able to complete her project soon.
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Seal Island beyond the penguin protection fence

Fiordland crested penguins / tawaki
•

Not to be outdone by their kororā counterparts further up the coast, tawaki also had a great
breeding season in 2021, with breeding success over 80% at all three colonies. These results are
roughly in line with the previous two seasons of our monitoring.

•

Low levels of stoat predation did occur this past season. This was by no means as catastrophic as
we have seen in the past but still represents a problem, one we believe is linked to mast (major
seedfall) events, which can result in plagues of rodents followed by plague numbers of stoats. For
the 2022 season, the large majority of tawaki in South Westland should be protected by DOC’s
National Predator Control Programme, expected to keep stoat predation to a minimum.

•

Tawaki Ranger and Chair, Robin Long, completed a “A survey of Fiordland crested penguins
(Eudyptes pachyrhynchus): northeast Stewart Island/Rakiura, New Zealand, September 2019” and
her paper was published in September 2021 in the journal of Birds NZ, Notornis.
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Adult tawaki feeding large chick captured by a trail camera

Westland petrels / taiko
•

•

Over the years, the trust has supported research to understand and improve the conservation of
Westland petrels and we continue to advocate for them as needed, along with all threatened
seabird species in the region.
The species is fortunate to have three years of funding from the Conservation Services Programme,
which monitors the impact of commercial fishing on protected species, studies species populations
and looks at ways to mitigate bycatch. The project to monitor Westland petrels is ably led by DOC
biodiversity ranger, Kate Simister and the findings will be published in the coming years. In the
meantime, the trust supports and can lend a hand when needed.

Education
•

•

The past year has been another exciting one with visits by our
education ranger Lucy Waller and projects carried out in several
schools. Lucy is planning a second valuable visit from the penguin
detection dog Mena and handler Alastair Judkins to schools up and
down the West Coast. This is a great way to reward the students for all
their hard work for penguins and seabirds, throughout the year.
Penguin dissection classes with senior biology students, including work
on a global penguin nasal mite study continued in labs and classrooms.
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•

•

•
•

•

The second edition of our educational resource book was completed, published and delivered to all
schools and education groups coast-wide and made available nationwide via our website. We also
were proud to share and for Lucy to present our penguin education story to the nation’s seabird
experts and organisations at the Oamaru penguin symposium in May.
Education has been a growing component of our work since our inception in 2006. Giving children
an understanding and appreciation of penguins and their environment is an excellent way to help
them develop an enduring love for nature. Those lifelong values start with understanding and
connecting to nature and our programme does that through everyone’s favourite, the blue penguin
or kororā.
Building and strengthening our relationship with teachers is key and we are honoured to be
working with many wonderful and committed teachers across the region.
We also need to thank grant making bodies: the ANZ Staff Foundation, the Sargood Bequest, the
West Coast Community Trust, Pub Charity, the DOC Community Fund and Scotlands Te Kiteroa
Trust who supported this programme, and many donations to keep this enormously important and
valued work going.
With the leadership of Zoe Watson, West Coast Penguin Trust trustee and Enviroschools
Coordinator for the West Coast, we are supporting and contributing to the development of a
network for those involved in environmental education in the region.

Awareness and advocacy
•

•

•

•

•

Raising awareness is a key role for the trust, to share news, raise awareness of threats to penguins
and provide guidance to minimise risks, invite donations and generally connect people to our
projects as much as possible.
Advocacy is focussed on opportunities to improve the protection of penguins and other threatened
seabirds as well as to raise awareness of and manage threats to them. We have contributed to the
development of Te Tai o Poutini Plan, the new combined district plan and we have made
submissions on two major mining applications in coastal areas.
As coastal erosion continues, councils and private property owners are using rock protection to
slow erosion. Both the installation and then navigating rock protection present multiple hazards for
penguins. The trust has provided advice and developed guidance and a checklist for those involved.
The trust is often approached by willing volunteers who are keen to help with our penguin field
work. Unfortunately, this is generally unlikely as it requires specialised skills and high levels of
safety management. However, volunteers are very welcome in other areas of our work and two
teams from Westland Milk Products and Rabobank have dug penguin access ramps, raising
awareness of penguins and the trust with a new audience.
A special shout out goes to volunteer Fung Lai, who found us on BeCollective – a site that connects
those in need of volunteers with volunteers who have the time and skills needed. Fung worked out
where hundreds of data points were on the coast, translating text into spatial files. This has
enabled us to view our knowledge of penguin sightings and mortality on maps, making
contributions to planning and other processes far easier.
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➢ North

Penguin mortality database records for the Coast Road

Conservation leadership
•

•

•

•

•

In 2018, the trust presented a Community Conservation Symposium for the region. As an
organisation with a regional perspective and with considerable experience, one of the trust’s goals
at the time was to provide leadership to increase conservation capability and knowledge within the
region, bringing speakers to the region for ease of access to other community conservation groups.
The trust had intended to present a second symposium in 2021 but pandemic restrictions and
uncertainties changed our plans. Prompted by DOC’s regional leadership in Tasman and their
desire to consider a similar approach on the West Coast, we investigated the needs and wishes of
those involved in community conservation here.
We found that easily accessibly up to date relevant information was of most use, perhaps shared
via a network or website. This information has been shared with DOC, with Development West
Coast and with Tai Poutini Polytechnic.
The trust feels that the environment for conservation has shifted significantly since 2018, with the
development and emergence of better funded/resourced organisations like Zero Invasive
Predators, Predator Free South Westland, Jobs for Nature and other alliances and projects.
Our focus must now be our vision, “West Coast seabirds and their habitat are healthy and thriving”
and support others to lead ever improving conservation efforts.

Upskilling the team
•

•

In May 2021, a team from the trust attended the biennial Oamaru Penguin Symposium. This is
always an important event to learn, share research and to network. Robin Long presented her
tawaki survey findings and Lucy Waller presented our education programme and resource.
New Ranger, Linden Brown, also went over to Oamaru, this time at the end of the penguin season
to help with and to receive training in the insertion of PIT tags (microchips) into chicks.
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Linden holds penguin chick while PIT tag inserted during training at Oamaru

West Coast Penguin Trust Board
•

•
•

As you will know and as has been discussed above, the trust’s guide and inspiration, Kerry-Jayne
Wilson, MNZM, died in March 2022. Irrepressible and irreplaceable, the trust feels her loss keenly
and is determined to live up to her exacting standards and be a living legacy.
We were sad to lose Reuben Lane as a trustee in August but hope he will return at some point.
We were delighted to welcome new trustee, Suzanne Hills in February. Suzanne presented a
children’s conservation activity at the 2021 Taiko Festival at Punakaiki on behalf of the trust and
brings broad knowledge of and passion for conservation and sustainability to the team.

Thanks to our Trust Team
Patron
Craig Potton MNZM
Trustees
Robin Long (Chair from August 2021)
Kerry-Jayne Wilson MNZM (died March 2022)
Reuben Lane (to August 2021)
Jill Cotton
Margaret Costello

Martin Abel
Zoe Watson
Suzanne Hills (from February 2022)
Dr Scott Freeman, Advisory Trustee from DOC

West Coast Penguin Trust Annual Report 2021-22

Manager Inger Perkins

Rangers Matt Charteris (Ranger to October 2021),
Linden Brown (Ranger from September
2021), Lucy Waller (Education/Awareness
Ranger), Tawaki Rangers: Catherine Stewart,
André de Graaf, Polly Hall, Robin Long
Accounts Karen Grant
Website and IT services
Leon Dalziel of Baby-e Website Design
James Kim
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Thanks to our sponsors and donors
We are enormously grateful for the ongoing support we have received from our sponsors, Supporters
(Annual Supporters are those who donate a minimum of and often far more than $50 a year plus a few
Supporters for Life (minimum $500 donation), other donors, and those who have provided in-kind
support for the financial year to the end of March 2022. It is only with their assistance, plus that of
volunteers, that we can carry on our operation – conservation projects that are critical to ensuring the
survival of penguins in our region.
Special mention goes to the Department of Conservation for grant support and generous support and
collegiality from staff across the region and beyond that is essential to our operation.
In addition to our immense loss in March when Kerry-Jayne died, others who have supported and
donated over the years died during the year included Denise Tilling and Peter Fairhall. On a pension up
in Karamea, Denise managed to send us donations by cheque now and then for years and, when
cheques were no longer in use, she managed to send some donations electronically. Peter cared for an
area of coast where penguins nested near Greymouth and his family made a donation in his memory. A
great friend of the Trust and outstanding conservationist and environmental advocate, Dr Andy Dennis
died in 2016 and arranged for a bequest to come to the Trust after his death.
Our special thanks go to these special people.

Huge thanks to the following wonderful individuals and organisations and to others who wish to remain
anonymous, or we may have missed for their marvellous generosity, encouragement and confidence in
what we do.
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Generous providers of grants
Department of Conservation
ANZ Staff Foundation
Birds NZ Research Fund
W.C Community Trust
Wellington Zoo Trust
Sargood Bequest
Scotlands Te Kiteroa Trust

Donation box hosts
DOC Punakaiki Visitor Centre
Fox River Market
Kiwi Centre - Hokitika
J's Café - Westport
Photo Corner / Moments in Time - Hokitika
Taiko Festival
Underworld Adventures - Charleston
Westport New World
Hokitika Craft Gallery

Special mentions
Craig Potton Gallery
Matt Charteris & Annabelle Gossett
Luisa Salis-Soglio
WestReef Services
Pancake Rocks Café
Jeanette Goode
Julie Leighton
Tracy Johnston-Coates and family
Jase Blair
Wilderness Gallery – Hokitika
Hokitika Glass Studio
Pub Charity
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Superb Supporters
Alice Shanks
Alun Hassall
Andrzej Suchanski
Anna McKay
Annie Inwood
Brenda Kaye
Carolyn Hewlett
Catherine van Paassen
Christian Masser
Christine Robertson
Christine Stet
Chuck Theriault & Elysa Dennett
Daniel Beetham
Denise Tilling
Dorte Herholdt Silver
Jack & Kay Davidson
Jan Macdonald & Stephen Roberts
Jayne Blakemore
Jessica Inglefield
Kim & Stu Free
Lore Leseberg
Louisa Narbey
Lyn & Alan Stobie
Mark Davies
Maxine Kissling
Michael Humphries
Monique Kors
Natasha Meynell
Niko George & Micaela O’Leary
Nicky Armstrong
Nicola Hill
Paul Caffyn
'Peng' Armstrong
Peter Wall
Rohan Wanigasekera
Susi Luecht
Suzanne Hills
Valerie Pollard
Yuki Yonezawa

Other fabulous donors
Westland Milk Products
Andy Dennis (bequest)
Waka Kotahi NZTA
Canterbury Pet Foods
Endangered Species Foundation of New Zealand / Phoenix Organics
Havelock North Intermediate School, R5 class
Tumbleweed Tees
Whakatupu Aotearoa
Abigail Clarke
Averil Parthonnaud
Bernie Calder
Catherine Stewart
David Moore
Elvisa Van Der Leden
Heidi Roesch
Janet Gawn
Jenny Greene
Karyn Roberts
Lorna Deppe
Lou Bell
Peter Fairhall (in memory)
Myrene Otis
Paul Elwell-Sutton
R Martin
Rory More
Sarah Seeherman
Sarah Stephen
Ursula Ellenberg
Vivien Pybus
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Appendix 1. Publications and reports from the Trust or under the Trust by-line
WCPT person in bold
Refereed papers and book chapters
Long, R.; Litchwark, S. September 2021. A survey of Fiordland crested penguins/tawaki, (Eudyptes
pachyrhynchus): Northeast Stewart Island/Rakiura, New Zealand, September 2019. Notornis 68(3).
Conference Presentations
Long, R. Tawaki population surveys, Stewart Island/Rakiura. Presentation to 12th Oamaru Penguin
Symposium, 6 May 2021
Waller, L. Penguins connect children to nature, conservation and ecology. Presentation to 12th
Oamaru Penguin Symposium, 6 May 2021

Submissions
Wilson, K-J. Barrytown J.V. Ltd, mining consent application - Barrytown, 2 June 2021
Perkins, I. Climate Change Commission Recommendations, 9 June 2021
Perkins, I. Westland Mineral Sands, mining consent application - Okari Road, 26 October 2021
Perkins, I. Te Tai o Poutini Plan, feedback on Exposure Draft, 10 March 2021

Popular articles and books
Wilson, K-J. 2021 Seabirds of New Zealand, A Natural History (Potton & Burton)

West Coast Penguin Trust Annual Report 2021-22

13

